
FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY:FACT & FICTION
NEW SERIES FROM DR. MEREDITH ELLIS

Because of television shows like Bones, CSI, and NCIS, the public is fascinated with the 
field of forensic anthropology.  But what is the field really like?  We’ll discuss the basic 
methods used to learn from skeletal remains, regarding age, gender, lifeCme diseases & 
traumas. Can you determine race from a skelton? Can you determine cause of death? 
What does a bullet do to the skull? In this series we will compare truth to ficConal 
media.     

Tuesday, January 10, 2023, 7:00 PM
Fact Versus Fiction

In the first presentaCon, we will examine what the field of forensic anthropology is 
versus how it is portrayed in the media. We will learn about the Biological Profile, the 
methods used in the field to retrieve informaCon about skeletal remains, esCmaCon of 
age at death, race and biological gender.  We will also review a case study where this 
informaCon was crucial to solving a crime! 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023, 7:00 PM
But What About Race?

In the second presentaCon, we will examine the most controversial aspect of the Biological 
Profile: Race. Can you tell a person’s race from their skull?  In this discussion, we will 
examine the history of trying to see race in a skull, and look at the modern debate over 
ancestry esCmaCon that is happening among pracCConers today.  

  

Dr. Ellis  is an Associate Professor of 
Anthropology at FAU.  She holds Master’s 
degrees in English Language and Literature 
from the University of Rochester and an MA 
and Ph.D in Anthropology from Syracuse 
University.   Her research focuses on social 
bioarchaeology, the application of theoretical 
models to the study of human skeletal remains 
from archaeological sites. Her book on the 
children from the Spring Street Presbyterian 
Church site was published in 2019.

PLEASE  CLICK HERE TO  REGISTER FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUofumopz0vHtM1mjLkGOITB5RUQmxyQtMG

